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	Social studies provides opportunities for students to develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge that will enable them to become engaged, active, informed and responsible citizens. Recognition and respect for individual and collective identity is essential in a pluralistic and democratic society.  Social studies helps students develop their sense of self and community, encouraging them to affirm their place as citizens in an inclusive, democratic society.


UNITS OF STUDY

Unit 1

Diverse Peoples

· Chapters 1-4
Unit 2

Towards Confederation
· Chapters 5-8
Unit 3

After Confederation
· Chapters 9-11

Each unit will contain multiple assessments, such as quizzes, unit tests, presentations, journal entries and paragraphs. 

COURSE BREAKDOWN

Course Work (85%):
· Assignments


30%

· Homework/Classwork
15%

· Quizzes


10%
· Tests



30%

Summative Evaluation (15%):
· Final Exam


15%

Materials

· Textbook “Our Canada: Origins, Peoples, Perspectives”

· Binder, dividers, lined paper, page protectors

· Pencils, pens, erasers, highlighters
· Agenda

All students are expected to have a binder for the course for all the course material (homework, notes, handouts, etc). All course work should be organized chronologically by unit and/or by date. Students are expected to have their textbook, binder, agenda, pen or pencil and ruler for each class.

Classroom Expectations

Arrival: Be on time!  Students who arrive late disrupt the class and may miss important information.  Failure to get to class on time will result in consequences that may include time-for-time, written assignments and discussions with a vice-principal.

In-class conduct:  You are encouraged to contribute to class discussions each day, volunteer to read or answer questions and, when you are uncertain about something or need clarification, ask for help.  Studies show that people learn best through active participation.  Remember, however, that the classroom is a social environment that requires the cooperation of everyone for it to work effectively.  Courtesy for both the teacher and fellow student is a must.

Dismissal:  The bell does not dismiss the class, the teacher does.  When the bell rings, look around your desk for papers or others materials that need to be put away or put in the garbage. 

Plagiarism:  Any form of plagiarism is an academic offence and will result in a mark of zero for the assignment and parents/guardians will be notified.  Plagiarism means using someone else’s words or ideas without giving adequate credit.  To prevent unnecessary suspicion students must submit all rough work with each assignment.
Due Dates: Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the “due date”.  If you are absent on the day of the final due date, a parent’s/guardian’s note must accompany the assignment and the assignment must be submitted at the beginning of class the first day back at school.  No exceptions!  Failure to submit the assignment on time—without a justified reason—will result in a loss of 5% each day, as well as lunch-time detention.

Presentations:  All presentations must take place on the assigned day.  If one member of a group is absent for a presentation, all other members are still expected to present their parts.

Tests:  All tests must be written on the designated date.  A parent’s/guardian’s note is required for any unavoidable absence due to illness and is to be submitted to the teacher upon returning to school.  For school-related absences or doctors’ appointments, the student must make prearrangements with the teacher to write an alternate test during his/her lunch period.

If You Are Absent: Please notify me prior to a planned absence so that I know how long you will be away. It is your responsibility to make-up any assignments or tests when you return from an absence. Ask a friend for the homework and missed notes and copy them on your own time, not during the lesson.
